
ISSUE 309MAY 2014 

NEWS NEWS &&  VIEWSVIEWS  

KENN 
 

KENN AND KINGSTON KOMBINE 2014 
 

Saturday 7th June from 2.00pm 
 

Fleece Fair 
 

followed by 

 

Shepherds Delight 
 

6.00pm Barbecue with Baa’r 

 

7.00pm Baa’rn Dance 

 

All to be held at  

Tutshill Farm, Yeo Bank Lane,  

Kingston Seymour 
 

Look out for more publicity around the villages 
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Kenn Christian Aid Week 2014 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christian Aid Week 2014 will last from 
Sunday 11

th
 May to Saturday 17

th
.  

 
As usual I would be grateful for ANY help 
you could give me in the house to house 
collection. 
 

Julia Bush  
01275 873554 

May  - Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
1st Hartley Staples 
 Margaret Ball (senior) 
 Lynne and Steve Bye  

wedding anniversary 
3rd Cyril Willcox 
 Chloe Hayzen 
4th Nigel Middleton 
5th Sarah & Tom Clark  

wedding anniversary 
8th Mike Stowell 
 Tina and Nigel Middleton  

wedding anniversary 
10th Jilly Butland 
 Jane Morris 
11th Tina Middleton 
12th Matilda Jane Harkness  
 Robert Porch 
15th Samuel Leiper 
19th Emily Limage 
20th Harrison Flower 
22nd Duncan Mackay 
 Bradley Beardshaw 
26th Jane Staples 
 Colin Webb 
27th Christopher Jaehme 
29th Millie Stowell 
 Trina Willoughby 

 

St John’s Altar Guild  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Rota 
 

Grace and John Griffin  
and Troy Gale 

 
Thanks to everyone who so beautifully  

decorated St. John‘s for the  
Easter Celebrations. 

 
 

 

Thank you Thank you Thank you! 
 
Thanks to everyone who bought Simnel Cakes, 
and to those who gave generous donations,  
 
I was able to send £150 to the Blay Family in 
Kumasi Ghana.  
 
Kenn has been supporting the Blays for over 20 
years. If you would like to know more about 
them, please contact me.  
 

Thanks again 
 

Julia Bush 

 

Our Flag was flown in April  
 
Sunday 13th April    
 
We flew our flag at half-mast  to mark the death 
of Len Taylor on 12th April.    
 
His funeral was held at All Saints, Kingston  
Seymour on Tuesday 29th April. 
 
23rd April  
 
St. George‘s Day was celebrated with our St. 
George‘s Flag. 
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Easter at St. John’s 
 
On Good Friday about twenty people met 
quietly in a church stripped of all its 
adornment, to listen to Bible passages telling 
of Christ's trial and crucifixion, to meditate on 
them, and to try to imagine what it was like for 
the ordinary people caught up in that world 
changing day. 
 
After the service, the children, the Bessant 
family,  arrived to hear the story, share Hot 
Cross Buns and squash and make the Easter 
Garden 
 
On Saturday, the church was beautifully 
decorated by the ladies of the village.  Thank 
you one and all. 
 
On Easter Sunday, we were glad to welcome 
Avril (Rev Avril Gaunt) who brought us a 
lovely Easter Family Communion Service.  
 
Our homework was to take home Sunflower 
seeds sown in pots of compost supplied by 
Avril. Their growth, which we will follow over 
the next months, is to signify the growth of 
God's love for us, which after the death of 
Good Friday re-emerged on Easter Sunday to 
grow ever since.  
 

The seeds 'die' in the darkness of the soil, to 
re-emerge in glory as beautiful flowers.  
Thank you Avril. 
 

Kenn's April Family Service  
 
Even thought there were no children at the 
April Family Service we still had an Easter 
Egg hunt of sorts, as Warren retold the whole 
of the Easter story, from Palm Sunday to the 
Resurrection, using clues hidden in cardboard 
eggs.       Unless a church has an extremely     
active Sunday School, it's hard to tell children 
the whole story as they rarely get to church on 
all the important days. Never mind, we all had 
fun and sang two new hymns.  
 

The after service refreshments were           
particularly super, the left over cake from the 
previous day's coffee morning. Hooray. 

 
      Julia Bush 

 
Christian Aid  

 
Coffee Morning  

Saturday 24th May in the 
New Room. 10am - noon 

 
Looking forward to seeing you. 

     

Lent Lunches 
 
Thanks go to Celia for hosting the Lent 
Lunches in Kenn this year.  They were greatly 
appreciated and the sum of £250.00 was 
raised for Christian Aid. 
 
Well done! 
 

Yatton Moor APCM 
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2014 
was held in Kingston Seymour Village Hall  
after Evensong on Sunday 27th April.  
 
This is the occasion when we review the life of 
our churches during the last year.  
 
Reports about the finance and fabric of the 
parish are heard, officers are elected, and we 
reflect on 'where we are now' and 'where are 
we going?'.  
 
This APCM was held at the end of three     
consecutive vacancies … phew.  
 
This time next year the new Team Rector Rev 
Tim Scott, will have been in post for nearly a 
year , we look forward to his ministry. 

 
Julia Bush 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  309 MAY 2014 

4 

 
 
Warren and Diana write… 
 
New Wine National Gatherings 
2014.   
 
Where Christians from all 
denominations meet in a holiday 
atmosphere.  
 
Extended kids (children‘s) venues 
and family fun area, dedicated prayer 
spaces, loads of time together with 
members of your own church 
community who may attend or 
possibly with a local church 
community from your area (such as 

Christchurch, Clevedon as well as other local churches) and a varied afterhours  
Programme   - this promises to be a week not to be missed!  
 
Hear from internationally acclaimed Bible teachers, and shape your week from a carefully crafted 
programme of seminars covering all areas of home, work and church life.  
 
Gather together, book yourselves in, and look forward to a summer of fantastic teaching, 
passionate worship and life-transforming prayer.  
 
For best available rates, book before 7 May 2014.  
See New Wine website for further details including prices, children‘s and youth groups, team 
information and more.  Do take a look at the website  www.new-wine.org   
 
Revd. Warren and Diana say that at last year‘s Summer Conference (Gathering)  
especially after hearing Archbishop Justin Welby‘s address, ―they both felt richly blessed and 
aware of God‘s presence in worship, and left re-centred in the love of God‖ 

Coffee morning.  
 
Many, many thanks to everyone who came or left donations for the coffee morning in the 
Church room on Saturday 26th April.  Through people’s generosity we raised £92 for The 

Children’s Hospice at Wraxall.  
 

I usually take the surplus cakes to the hospice when I deliver the donations.  However 
during the coffee morning and family service the next day we scoffed the lot.   

 
As usual at any Kenn gathering the company was great and the conversation interesting 
and convivial.  

      Caroline 

http://www.new-wine.org
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APCM 2014 Report 
 
The St John's Log book and Terrier are available here for inspection.  Reading my last year's report, 
I get the feeling that in some ways St John's is changeless, and in others it's changing all the time. If 
you heave open the heavy main door and go into the church on your own, the peaceful atmosphere 
feels a long way from the rush of the main road and the bustle of the pub and the village.  
 
This is one of the things we offer, a small unchanging space, where you can catch your breath or 
think deeply or give thanks or reflect on where you are. At times of services it's a hive of activity, 
with, I hope a warm welcome. 
 
When ever anyone goes into St John's, it's always clean, tidy and looks loved and well cared for. I'm 
always confident when I show anyone round, that the ladies of the Altar Guild will have come up 
trumps. John and I were pleased to show Rev Tim  and Linda Scott  round the church and its  
surroundings without worrying what we would find. So thank you all, Ladies.  
 
Thank you also to the gallant band who keep the churchyard tidy and safe. This is where we have 
the only on-going maintenance job, as our oak gates have rotted and need replacing. Thanks also 
to the unsung heroes who 'just pop up to the church for a minute' to do the 101 odd jobs that keep 
Kenn church alive. Naming individuals is a dangerous sport so I won't, but again 'Thank you all'. 
 
While we are glad to report that our service attendance numbers have shown a small rise, we are 
sad to say that despite our best efforts we still have very little response from the children of the  
village. 
 
The past 12 months has had its usual share of Hellos and Goodbyes. Of course the arrival of    
Warren and Diana (Williams) last spring was a very significant 'Hello'. Warren has graciously       
allowed us to tell him 'how we do it in Kenn', on the understanding that second time round we will do 
it 'how he does it in Kenn'.  
 
We have enjoyed Warren's style of of preaching and teaching, his and Diana's efforts at getting us 
to sing some new hymns and of course, the arrival of his puppet assistants. When asked, some folk 
have found puppeteering great fun, another chance to grow in faith. During the vacancy in Yatton, 
Warren has spent time there, meaning that Kenn has worshipped with others in the clergy team, to 
whom we extremely grateful. Without wishing to jump the gun, it is remarkable that the programme 
of services throughout the team has been maintained so well during the three consecutive vacan-
cies, 'Well Done' all of you. 
 
The last year saw some matching and enough hatching to require a new Cradle Roll. Also, we said 
goodbye to some dear friends, including Rene and Deryck Bell. Rene was Church Warden before 
me and was a hard act to follow. Also of course, I must mention the loss of Mary (Holmes), our    
organist for so long. Mary had many qualities, the closest to my heart being the endless patience 
she showed at countless Crib Service rehearsals, often in bad weather, at a time when a wife and 
mother has so much to do just before Christmas. She never lost her temper, and the end result was 
always lovely. We are lucky to have Jo, who brings her own talents to the job. 
 
So, in some ways this coming year will be the same as last, as our congregation does its best to 
witness to the love of God in an increasingly secular society, but one which is starting to ask     
questions, the reactions to which may be our unique contribution to the history of St John's. In other 
ways however, I am absolutely sure, the next twelve months, under Warren's care, will certainly be 
like nothing we've experienced before. 'Behold, I am come to make all things new.' 
 

Julia Bush and John Ball 
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Friends of Kenn Church  
 Annual General Meeting  

 
 
 

7.30 pm Thursday 15th May  in the new room of  
 St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 

 
All Parishioners and Friends are invited to  

attend this meeting 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Apologies 
 
Minutes Annual General 16th May  2013 
 
Matters arising 
 
Finance 
 
Election of Committee  
 
Annual Deep Clean  
 
Best Kept Village – churchyard 
 
Future events –  

       Coffee Mornings in the Church Room  
           Harvest Meal 
           Any other business 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  309  MAY 2014 

7 

Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
 Rev. Warren Williams 01934 833608 
  
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
  Mobile 078 1667 1304 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

News & Views:  
Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email - Margaret.john@btinternet.com 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 
Thursday 1st May   

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesday  30th April  10am - 7:30pm 
Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 5th June 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 3rd June 2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 4th June10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 
 

Catalogues can be viewed at: 
www.clevedon-salerooms.com 

  
            with 
     COFFEE  
     MORNING  
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,   
10th May from 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 3rd/10th/17th/24th 
 
Dustbin -  3rd/17th May 
  
Green Waste - 10th/24th May 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 2.30 
Wednesday 14th May 

Fashion Show Tuesday 20th 
May at 8.00pm 
All Welcome 

  
North Somerset Times 

 

Copies of this local 
newspaper are freely 

available from the  
Drum and Monkey from 

     Wednesday afternoon. 
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KENN W.I. 
 

At the April meeting of the Kenn W.I. we were again delighted to welcome several visitors.   
 
We hope that they enjoyed our meeting and will want to come again.   
 
The talk at this meeting was given by David Woolf who gave a very informative and well- illustrated 
talk about our eyes.  He described how our eyes develop from birth to old age and some of the 
most common things that can go wrong with them and how nowadays they can treated.  He told us 
that it was pointless to buy babies fancy toys because they cannot see them until they are at least 
six months old. He answered our questions and we were amazed at how marvellous our eyes are 
and how lucky we are to have the gift of sight. 
 
Plans for the Fashion Show to be given by the Edinburgh Woollen Mill on Tuesday May 20

th
 in the 

Village Hall at 8 p.m. are well underway.  As some of the proceeds are to go to Clevedon Care five 
of the models will be from that organisation.  We are looking forward to seeing what we will all be 
wearing this summer.  Tickets are £5 available from members or at the door. 
 
The May meeting will be 
held during the afternoon 
and will be a walking 
treasure hunt in Kenn 
Street.   
If the weather is unkind we 
will have a quiz or play 
Beetle or some such in the 
Village Hall.  Tea will be 
served at 3.45 p.m.   
 
If you would like to join us 
for a pleasurable 
afternoon do come along 
to the village Hall at 2.30 
p.m. Wednesday 14

th
 

May.  We will be pleased 
to see you. 
 

 

Book group 
 
We met on the 8

th
 April to review our latest book. We had read ‗Night of the Gods‘ by Thorne Smith. 

We all agreed it was a whimsical tale about a scientist who could turn people into statues and a 
person who could change statues into people. We enjoyed the magical frolic.  
 
We will next meet on Monday 12

th
 May. As usual we convene at ‗The Drum‘ at about 8 o‘clock. We 

are going to read ‗Snow falling on Cedars‘, by David Guterson.    
 
Mike, at ‗The Drum‘, makes us very welcome to have our group at the pub.  A complimentary bowl 
of chips always appears on the table. Thank you Mike for your kindness and hospitality.   
 

           The Book Group 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  309  MAY 2014 

9 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  309 MAY 2014 

10 

Down on the Farm - May 
 
Looking good for the coming year. The weather was good for seeding and has come up well. Some 
of the Oil Seed Rape is already in its yellow flowers and waist high. Last year it was only a few 
inches high at this time.  
 
I saw several herds of dairy cows out on 
grass by day in the first week of March, 
which is unheard of, they usually go out 
mid April.  
 
I saw the first Swallow on the 8th April, 
which is quite late, they are usually out by 
the end of March.  
 
But by the 10th there were thousands out 
on The Moor at Tickenham, around the 
sheep.  
 
The sheep disturb the flies and the 
Swallows use the opportunity to catch 
them. 
 
On the 14th there was a duck and twelve young on the river at Kenn Pier, also there was a pair of 
Bar Headed Geese at Tickenham Moor, which are not native to this country, they usually come from 
the Himalayas. 
 
The Easter lamb trade is as high as it‘s ever been. So all is looking good. 
 

Dictated by Jeff Naish, written by Leon Naish 
 

  

Coronation Day  Celebrations in Kenn  2013 
 
 
The village photograph of the Coronation Celebrations 
will  
be on view in the Church for the next few weeks. 
 
 
Apart from services, the Church is open all day on Sat-
urdays. 
  
 
If you can help by identifying any of the people I would 
be grateful.  
 

Marianna 
 
If you would like copies of any of the photographs, please contact 
Hazel on 01275 349535 
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Thank goodness for Sat Nav? 
  

Two ladies in a very smart convertible car 
stopped to ask : 
  
" Can you tell us where we are ?"  
  
" You are in Kenn village " 
  
" Well, it's very nice, so what street is this?" 
  
"This is Kenn Street " 
  
"And that road there?" 
  
"That's Kenn Road " 
  
"Can we get out that way?" 
  
" Yes -- where are you going?" 
  

" CLEVEDON "   ! 
 

 True story . 
    Bryan Thompson  
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SERVICES FOR MAY 2014 

 
1st Sunday  4th  May  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE 
8:00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9:30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Morning Prayer at Claverham  
11:00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
6:00pm  Evensong at Yatton*  
 
2nd Sunday  11th May THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9:30am  Holy Communion at Claverham    
9:30am  Family Communion at Yatton   
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
11.00am  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
6:00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
 
3rd Sunday  18th May  THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE   
8:00am  Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9:30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
12:15pm  Holy Baptism at Yatton   
6:00pm  Evensong at Kenn*  
 
4th Sunday  25th May THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE 
   ROGATION SUNDAY 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
10.00am  Café Celebration ay Court de Wyck School  
11.00am  Family Service at Kenn  
6.00pm  Holy Communion at Cleeve* 
6.30pm Ecumenical Evening Service at Yatton Methodist Church 
 
 
Thursday – 1st May - Philip and James, Apostles RED 
7.00pm Archdeacon‘s Visitation at Christ Church, Clevedon 
 
 
Third Wednesday – 21st May  
11am Holy Communion at Kenn  
 
Fifth Thursday - 29th May – ASCENSION DAY WHITE 
6.30am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour + Breakfast  
  

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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Why Kenn Should never Flood 
                                 
In the last copy of Kenn news John Hayden commented on the fact that while many low lying areas 
of Somerset were underwater this winter the moors around Kenn were unaffected.  
 
The main reason for this is that we are much nearer to the sea and unlike the River Parret, none of 
our rivers are tidal. This was not always the case, in fact before the war it was not uncommon in 
winter to be able to punt from Kenn Pier to Tickenham Church. 
 
Draining of the Kenn, Tickenham and Nailsea moors began with the embanking of the Land Yeo 
that flows from the Wraxall area to stop the water running into the moor at Moorend Spout Nailsea, 
also a tidal hatch was put at the sea end to stop the tide coming in.  
 
The same thing happened to the River Kenn and that was substantially re-aligned. With the post 
war push to increase Agricultural production, the Blind Yeo was cut in 1948, to intercept the Kenn 
and other smaller watercourses and improve the outflow to the sea, the River Kenn was completely 
blocked at the sea end and was made to flow backwards to Kenn Pier.  
 
The Blind Yeo was widened in the 1970s when the Motorway was constructed and development of 
South Clevedon began. 
 
Maintenance of the main rivers is the responsibility of the Environment Agency (E A) but the rhynes 
and lesser watercourses are the responsibility of the North Somerset Levels internal Drainage 
Board (NSLIDB), of which I am the elected member for the area around Kenn and South Clevedon.  
 
The board employs a rhynes supervisor who is responsible for maintaining the water levels in the 
rrhynes -  this is done by opening or closing hatches to either maintain water levels in summer or 
empty them in winter or at times of heavy rainfall.  
 
The NSLIDB is funded by a rate on land owners and a precept on North Somerset Council, this 
gives a budget in the region of £700,000 to keep the rhynes clear of weeds and maintain and 
upgrade the structures, currently  some hatches are being replaced by ―tilting weirs‖ that give a far 
greater degree of control over water levels.  
 
The IDB also pays the Environment agency to keep the main rivers clear and maintained. 
 
If any villager has a drainage problem (not domestic) they should contact the 
 
Drainage Board on 01934 833388 or  
the rhynes supervisor, Mr David Crossman on 07901716577. 
 
More information can be found at www.nslidb.org.uk 
 

Tim Bush 
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                   The Village Market 
 
We had a good Market in April. Thank you to all 
those who came and supported it.  
 
All our usual sellers should be back with us in May. 
We now have a great range of  
items for sale. 
 
 

Sale of  refreshments raised £70 , a great effort. It has been donated to Cancer Research.  
Many thanks to Troy and Julian for their work in this department. 

 
              The next Market is on May 10

th
. We hope to see you there  

Neighbourhood Watch 
 
This is a message from PCSO Michele BARRETT 8487 Weston 
Police  
Station. 
 
Today, 27/03/2014, a sales person was completing door to 
door sales of alarms, for or on behalf of a company with a 
name of Approved Business Group Limited Ltd.  He was last 
seen in Locking Village.  It appears that this company no 
longer operates from an address quoted in Oldmixon 
Crescent, Weston super Mare.   
 
Please be careful if you are approached by door to door 
sellers, and if you have any concerns or information 
please contact the Local Trading Standards for Weston 
super Mare.  If you are considering household security, or any other services, please take 
time to approach reputable companies directly yourself, who are likely to be associated to 
an appropriate Trading Association.' 
 
 
Received 9th April 
There has recently been a rise in vehicle crime in your area.  Please can you be aware of 
the following message. 
 
When your vehicle is unattended at night, please make sure it is securely locked.  Remove 
all valuables and other attractive items, even an empty box is potentially inviting to 
thieves.  If possible, leave the glove box and parcel tray  open to show they are empty. 
Remove sat nav units and their mountings, including the tell-tale mark left on the 
windscreen. 
 
Remember to replace the cigarette lighter - its removal might suggest the presence of a  
mobile device. 
 
 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or you can call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information 
about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.ourwatch.org.uk website. 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
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        FORUM 

 

 

BOOKS ARE treasured possessions and Don Bridle of Book Aid will, at a Forum in 

the Chapter House, Yatton on Thursday 12 June at 8pm, be speaking on how this 

charity distributes them to communities in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and other areas 

where they are a real luxury.. 

Organisers, the Education and Nurture Circle of Yatton Moor Team, are  encouraging 

people to attend and take with them, if they wish, donations of: all kinds of Christian 

books, regardless of age; Bibles of all versions except the New English, and Ladybird 

books both religious and secular. 

The charity was set up in the 1980‘s in response to a plea from countries where            

economic crises and various restrictions had reduced supplies of books. 

 

 

QUIET DAY 

 
 

A QUIET Day will be held in Kenn on Monday 7th July 

 

Reader Paul Stalder will lead prayers and contemplation at Celia and John‘s home  

Cherry Tree House, Kenn Street 

and then people are invited to go opposite to Margaret and John Ball‘s garden  

for a picnic and quiet time. 

 
All are invited to go along for all or part of the Day, which will begin at 10am. 

 
The Day is organised by the Team‘s Education and Nurture Circle. 
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CREAM TEAS 

& PLANT SALE  

Bank Holiday Monday 

Kingston Seymour 

Village Hall 

2.30pm – 5pm 

 
 

Spring Fashion Show 
and Sale of Nearly New 

Ladies’ and Girls’ Clothes 
 

Friday 16th May  
 

7pm for 7.30pm Start 
 

CLEEVE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Tickets £3.50 to include nibbles  
 
 

Contacts: Helen Bailey 01934 834882 or 
Gill Roe 01934 832917 

 

 

JUMBLE SALE 
Kingston Seymour  

Village Hall 
Friday 2nd May – 7.15pm 

Admission 30p 
In Aid of Church Funds 

Yatton Moor PCC  
Charity Reg. No. 1132177 

St Mary’s Church, Yatton  
Yatton Music Festival Concerts:- 

Saturday 3rd May – David James’ Cadbury Wind &  
Saxophone Band at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 7th May – Clevedon Miscellany Choir at 7.30pm 
Saturday 10th May – West Mendip Orchestra at 7.45pm 
Tickets £8 or £6 for Members – available from the Team Office 
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DIARY - What’s on and When and Where 
 

Christian Aid Week - Sunday 11th - Saturday 17th May 
 

QUIZ NIGHT - 9.00pm Each Wednesday at  
The Drum and Monkey 

 
Friday 2nd May 7@theHall 

 
155th North Somerset Show Wraxall  Monday 5th May  

 
Village Market / Coffee Morning 10-12noon Saturday 10th May  

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Songs from the Shed 7.30pm 10th May  
Hot Feet with Mary Spender 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Book Group Meeting Monday 12th May 8.00pm  
Drum and Monkey 

 
VILLAGE LUNCH from 12noon Tuesday 13th May  

Drum and Monkey 
 

Kenn WI Walking Treasure Hunt  KVH 2.30pm - Tea at 3.45pm 
 

Friends of Kenn Church AGM  7.30pm Thursday 15th May  
Church Room 

 
Friday 16th May 7@theHall 

 
Kenn WI Fashion Show - 8.00pm Kenn Village Hall 

 
Christian Aid Coffee Morning - 10.00 - 12noon  

Saturday 23th May  Church Room 
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St John's Easter Bells 
 
Last year the weather was so nice on Easter Sunday that I stood on the steps of the churchyard 
cross  complementing St John's tower bell with two of our own handbells.  
 
What a difference in the weather this year!   However, when brushing out the tower and putting the 
muffle on the bell for the Good Friday service, I noticed that John Ball's tower model which he 
produced for the planning stage of the bell restoration project, needed a bit of protection from the 
stone dust. In re-aligning the covering wood, I accidentally set the model bell in action and 
immediately thought,"that would make a joyful addition for Easter Sunday".  
 
Also recently we had been given an old school bell with wooden handle, possibly from Cleeve or 
Congresbury, or perhaps further afield - we are looking into that.    The donor was Phyllis Coombes, 
born in Wedmore (I think) but now of Yatton.  This bell tuned in with Kenn's tower bell magnificently 
- I have been told to use it, or give it, to wherever it is useful in the team...   I think I now know where 
that is!!     So at 10.35am we had John Ball's model bell going full strength (even coming out of its 
(wooden!) bearings at one stage but ringing on on top of the frame. (A certain person asked "What's 
that NOISE?"   I ask you!!!)  
 
Then at 10.40am for about 8 minutes we had all three bells sounding, with Eleanor downstairs 
ringing the tower bell fairly fast and me upstairs controlling the other two!  This was followed by the 
usual fast ringing and lowering of the tower bell.....  and an appreciation of our efforts from our 
priest, Avril!  
 
Details known are Tower bell: Inscribed 'William Jefferies, Bristol 1815 but now thought to have 
been  contracted out to the Gloucester firm of Rudhall, and cast by their Foundry Manager AFTER 
they were  declared bankrupt, 5 3/4cwt in B flat; John Ball's model bell about 3inches diameter, 
founder unknown (am I right John?) and note somewhere about A; and the school bell, inscribed 
very fancifully ESL in lovely script writing and deciphered for us by Andrew Bryden of Yatton, and 
being the old "Educational Supplies Ltd" of our younger days (found on school notebooks, rules, 
etc), note somewhere between B and B flat.  
 
I hope those who heard found them joyful! (As the intermediate chamber in the tower has only one 
window, and that is permanently glazed, it was much warmer up there than outside BUT the 
resulting sound was probably only heard inside the church with the trapdoor open.  If anyone can 
say they heard it all outside that would be appreciated and very interesting). 

 
       Geoff Marchant 
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Bird News. 
 
April has produced fairly typical weather this year, so migration has been pretty much on 
track and many of our resident birds have got on with nesting without delay.  
 
The first Strawberry Line bird survey (3rd) recorded plenty of singing Chiffchaffs and 
Blackcaps. There were none until the end of April last year.  
 
Jackie Huxtable phoned to report her first Swallow and told me that she had seen two 
Kingfishers regularly at Cooks Lane.  
 
Rob Treble recorded a Willow Warbler singing in his garden - an unusual record and almost 
certainly a passage bird singing whilst feeding up to continue its migration.  
 
The Willow Warbler population has moved north west to be replaced by Chiffchaffs which 
have moved the other way. Then on the 22nd Jo Batten heard a Cuckoo at Ladye Bay, 
Clevedon.  
 
On the same day I was told of one at Mendip Springs Golf Club, Congresbury. The next day 
John Croxton and I walked the Strawberry Line to listen and not only did we hear it, we were 
treated to lovely views, firstly perched and then in flight. 
 
Red kites are on the move - one was over Nailsea (15th) and another over Yatton (20th). 
 
Indications are that two of Yacwag's boxes have Barn Owls resident and one or two others 
are inhabited by Tawny Owls. Both species could really do with a productive breeding season 
to restore their numbers following lack of success in 2012 and 2013. 
 
Migrants will continue to arrive and pass through until the end of May so please keep looking 
and listening. As always your reports are very welcome. 
 
 

Trevor Riddle. 01934 835208 

Welcome 
 
We are pleased to welcome Paul and Kate 
Hallet who have recently moved into the other 
wing of Kenn Court. 
 
We look forward to meeting them at a Kenn 
Event. 
 

    Marianna Mackay 

Welcome 
 
A warm welcome to Leonie and Sean who 
have moved to Kenn. 
 
They are living in the house situated next to 
the car  valeting place. 
 
 

  Julia Bush 
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Thank You 
 
Irene wishes to thank everyone who sent good wishes when she was in hospital. Also for the 
lovely flowers and cards received.  And for all of the home visits now being received. 
 
She is glad to report that progress is good and she hopes to be joining you all again soon. 
 

Irene Stowell 

MANHOLE MAYHEM 
 
We all know how busy with heavy traffic the B3133 is, which causes many a headache as it is not 
really suitable for such heavy lorries. 
 
Manhole covers can be a real nuisance when they become loose.  The one in the road outside The 
Orchards has been clanking more and more in the last six weeks. 
 
Despite  bitter complaints to the authorities, there has been no action.    Eventually on the evening 
of 1st April at about 9.30pm, there was a very loud clank and bang -10 minutes later a police car 
arrived.  I went out to check and discovered the cover had split diagonally and been thrown in two 
different directions.   
 
I was informed that FOUR CARS had received flat tyres and a DIESEL FUEL TANK ON A LORRY 
had been pierced by the damage  cover. 
 
What does it take to get action implemented?!     Council staff arrived later, coned off the area and 
put two halves of the cover together, replaced it and painted it yellow. 
 
During the morning of 2nd April, a North Somerset Council man stood guard on the verge until 
TRAFFIC LIGHTS were set up.  There was NO further ACTION UNTIL EVENING, when a new 
cover was put in place by the Council.  
 
Next day, 3rd April, a water authority man called to ask what the problem was with the cover, to be 
told it had been  done.  Later the water board kindly telephoned to advise us that our complaint had 
been suitably dealt with. 
 
It appears that problem has to cause an accident before action can be taken! 
 

Heather Saxby 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
 

KKK -  Kingston Seymour Saturday 7th June at the home of Tim and Jackie 
Harris. 

Fleece Fair from 2.00pm-6.00pm—admission  £2 
A very popular annual event including Sheep Hair Cuts, Craft Shows, Corn 

Dollies, 
Cart Rides, Heavy Horses, Tea and Cakes, All day Bar etc. Everyone Welcome 

To be followed by the BAA‘RN  DANCE @ 7.00pm — Barbecue  6.00pm 
Come along, meet the friends you don ‗t yet know 

Proceeds to Yatton Moor General Fund 
 
Kenn KKK regular helpers—offers of salads and assistance please to Caroline 
343133 or Julia 873554—Next Meeting to discuss Wednesday 21st May at 
Tutshill Farm. 
 
Len Taylor  has passed away after a short illness at the age of 52.   Len was 
well known in Kenn attending many village events with his wife Alison and 
daughter Megan, now aged 7.  We send our deepest sympathy to Alison and to 
Megan and to his daughter Samantha.  Len lived, for a while, at Mill Farm  in 
Kenn and his family come from Kingston Seymour where his funeral service 
was held on Tuesday 29th April. 
 
Len was a good friend of Mike Beardshaw at The Drum and Monkey and, as I 
remember it , one Christmastide, several years ago, when Mike was suddenly 
hospitalised, it was Len and Alison who took over running the pub - just for one 
night (with help of course). 
 
Irene Stowell  -  I am delighted to report that Irene is now home from hospital 
and well on the way to regaining her tremendous energy  - she has been well 
supported by family and friends over the past few weeks. 
 
Jody Stowell  - John and I spent my birthday going to London to join the Stowell 
family of Harrow Weald at the Collation and Installation of Jody as Vicar of St. 
Michael and  all Angels - it was a seriously joyful occasion -  such joy, I was 
almost speechless. 
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KENN PARISH  COUNCIL 

 
 
We had the Annual Parish Meeting this month and the Chairman’s report for the year is below, for 
those who did not attend the meeting. 
 
Chairman‘s report for Annual Parish Meeting 
 
We have had a somewhat challenging year, and I am grateful for the support given by all  
Councillors, and indeed many of the villagers. 
 
We have had many different and sometimes divisive issues to deal with and resolve, I am grateful 
here to Jill Iles for advice and  her guidance when necessary. 
 
We have the St Modwen‘s site as a major issue and it is on- going. 
 
We have had 3 new Councillors, JP  Wilf and Steve, between them bringing a wealth of experience, 
different views and perspectives, which have proved to be very welcome, I feel that now we have a 
really good  approachable Parish Council Team and have moved forward . 
 
The mound of paperwork, new rules and regulations to follow, that arrives each month could be 
very daunting if it wasn‘t for Eleanor‘s diligence and wealth of experience.   I would like to thank her 
for all her hard work and patience, invaluable. 
 
We have had to move forward into a new era, whereby we now have Community Resilience  
Officers, Flood Wardens, Tree Officer and a  Grit Bin Officer. 
 
We have minutes and agendas online, on screen planning to view at meetings, and a website. Kenn 
not as we knew it! 
 
The Defibrillator was a cause well supported and that is now about to come to fruition. 
 
Sheila Naish 
Chairman 
 
It was great to see that we had many villagers there, we answered all questions, and even if we 
were not always in agreement, it is much better to ask and receive answers in the meeting, so that 
there is open dialogue and things are clear, always better than hearsay afterwards.  
 
Things are moving along with the defibrillator, and we are being helped with the cost by a free  
defibrillator, but the housing etc  are being met from the fund.   We were asked at the meeting about 
the funds, these are kept separate from the Parish Council expenditure and all the monies donated 
will be used for the project, any left over will be used for the future maintenance.     The record of 
expenditure for the project is always available from Eleanor if anyone wishes to see it. 
 
We are looking forward to the free plants arriving, the poppy seeds have been planted.  
The Sunflower seeds donated by the RHS have been planted and the seedlings should be available 
soon, probably from the market. 
 
That‘s all for now 
      Sheila Naish 
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